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Purpose & learning objectives

Safety culture is also about acknowledging the safety
considerations unique to each employee
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Body piercings

The insertion of an ornament into a perforation
made In the tissue for decorative, cultural,
spiritual, or other reasons
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Body piercing prevalence in the US

&% Reddit - rlabrats

¥ 30+ comments - 2 years ago :

Nearly 36% of
Americans have a

ab? : r/labrats
stretched and a nose ring, I've worked with people with their ea

piercing (in an area
other than the earlobe)

piercings, lip, eyebrow, septum, tongue. they just ...

20 answers Are they clean and not super crusty? anything goes. I'v
| Statista, 2017

: : Most common age
Around 72% identify as
female 4 group 25-34 years of RE: [ABSABiosafety] Tattoos and piercings in the lab

age
absabiosafety@mail-list.com
To absabiosafety@mail-list.com

Pew Research, 2004




What does the guidance tell us?
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No documents mentioned piercings but some mention jewelry

Biosafety in
Microbiological

and Biomedical
LABORATORY BIOSAFETY MANUAL Laboratories

BSL-4/ABSL-4:
\ "All personal
clothing and

jewelry (except
eyeglasses) are
= removed in the
outer clothing
change room."

Bol S Gogwmemem

CANADIAN
BIOSAFETY

pg. 56,104

7,




What does the guidance tell us? f

10 with
0
NTXI?DZ-?UﬁdOefd |nSt|tUt|OnS jewelry-
institutions with biosafety related
documents statements

<
4 n0
6 mention
“loose” or
“dangling”

3 mention 4 mention
Interference potential for
with PPE contamination

1 says to
remove with no
explanation

jewelry
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Concerns with piercings in bio labs

\ PPE %1 Injury or catch
. hindrance A | hazard

(¢
Contamination
1 or fomite risk
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Plercing-

rel a’[Ed Student was admitted with an

- . & infection/lesion in an eyebrow =
INCI d e nt piercing and finger (UK, 2002)

‘ > R l ‘ /
\

Student had been inoculating mice
with vaccinia (WR strain);

pe

Eyebrow piercing was likely
Infected from the finger lesion

"N,

ABSA'’s Laboratory-Acquired Infection Database
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Examples of risk mitigation strategies

Select small, low-profile jewelry
« Avoid jewels & inlays
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« Avoid dangling jewelry %
- High-quality material, easy to decontaminate o x

Cover piercing




PPE & piercings

I

Covers facial piercings

.’ ’
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/P
{

r

Covers ear piercings
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Covers everything!




Isn't it easiest to just remove them?

* Fresh and newer piercings may close

 Removal of jewelry from certain types of
nealed piercings may result in shrinkage of
piercing hole or “fistula”

 Scar tissue, micro-tearing, delayed healing,
and other issues can occur from re-inserting
jewelry

Is requiring removal more trouble than
finding workarounds?
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Summary

Biosafety guidance is limited regarding wearing body piercings into laboratories

Risks associated with jewelry include:

 Hindering fit/function of PPE of wearer
« Causing injury to wearer
« Becoming contaminated/fomite and causing harm to others

There are ways for safety professionals and employees to mitigate these risks
and preserve safety culture and individuality in the workplace




Safety culture in practice G

Dry
: Apply ) Treat Post-
Pierce sample GloGerm C(;éor?i(?\rsr;] Pre-Image Sample Image
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Collaborators

Developing Cosmetic Body
Modification Policy!

Dr. Dennis Bente & ' ' j X B
Laboratory, UTMB 3 a';"‘-\ -
. B >
Check out their presentation Emma Morris & Scott Jania

(Session V) and poster on Ministry for Primary Industries, NZ
viral decon & hair

s
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